Swets were obtained directly from the publishers by telephone or e-mail inquiry, or recourse to publisher Web sites.
A total of 154 titles included in the 2003 price study were dropped from the 2004 sample for one or more of the following reasons:
■ title no longer published in the U.S.; ■ suspended publication; ■ title no longer available on a subscription basis; ■ title available free from publisher; ■ delayed or slow publication; ■ title no longer conforms to the standard definition of a periodical due to changes in publication pattern; ■ title no longer available in print format.
Replacement titles for 152 of those 154 titles dropped from the 2003 price index sample were selected according to criteria established by the LMPIC, and were selected on a title-by-title basis from the same subject category as those titles that were dropped. Replacement titles were identified according to similar LC subject classification and price range. Two titles in the Russian Translations category were not replaced in the 2004 study because suitable replacements could not be found. Consequently, the total sample for this study is 3,912 rather than the 3,914 used in 2003.
The average annual subscription prices and price indexes for each subject category were computed using the methodology specified in the ANSI Z39.20-1999 standard. This procedure involves the following process:
■ For each of the twenty-five subject categories, the total annual subscription cost is divided by the number of titles in the category to determine the average price by category. ■ Each average subscription price for the current year is divided by the average price in that subject category for the base year (1984) and then is multiplied by 100 to arrive at the current price index for each category.
Periodical Price Index Highlights
The 2004 edition of the U.S. Periodical Price Index (USPPI) shows little change from the previous study, though rates of increases were slightly up from last year. Table 1 of the study provides a ranking of average periodical prices for each of the 25 subject categories included in this survey and a comparison of the rankings with those of the previous three years. Russian Translations continued to post the highest average price in 2004, at $2,288.20. The next highest category in price was once again Chemistry & Physics at $1,765.20. These two categories continue to dominate the sample by a substantial margin. The third highest category was Medicine at $895.72, slightly more than half that of Chemistry & Physics.
As in years past, Table 1 shows very little to no change in the rank order by average price of the 25 subject categories. The top fourteen rankings remained the same as 2003; in fact, the top seven categories have remained constant since 1983. 4 These "usual suspects" are, respectively: Russian Translations; Chemistry and Physics; Medicine; Mathematics, etc.; Zoology; Engineering; and Psychology. The categories in the lowest tier, from eighteenth to twentyfifth positions, also remained unchanged. Until 2000, these categories had remained unchanged for four years. There are only slight changes in the rankings of categories fifteen through seventeen from 2003. Table 2 ranks the subject categories by rate of price change from the previous year and includes comparisons for the most recent four years of data. This table typically  exhibits much more fluctuation in rank order than Table 1 , and the 2004 study is no exception. Agriculture titles showed the greatest percentage increase with a 16 percent rate of increase over the 2003 price, after showing lower than average rates of increase the last two years. The largest changes in this table belong to Agriculture, which jumped eighteen positions from 2003, and Industrial Arts and Home Economics, which jumped thirteen and twelve positions respectively from 2003. History and Zoology dropped fourteen and twelve positions respectively this year. The greatest single drop in position was shown by Literature and Language, from 1st to 19th position, with a 6.6 percent average increase in price.
The data in Table 2 also shows that three of the categories increased in price in 2004 by a rate of at least 10 percent, while last year only one category increased by more than 10 percent. Rates of increase in 2004 ranged from a high of 16 percent (Agriculture) to a low of 3.9 percent (General Interest Periodicals). The median rate of increase for the sample was 8.3 percent, which is up from the median rate of 7.6 percent in 2003. Table 3 groups twenty-four of the categories by broad subject, and lists annual percent increases for each year over the most recent ten-year period. A ten-year average annual percent change for each specific subject category is also provided. The Russian Translations category is not included since it is interdisciplinary in nature. As is true most years, average price increases for the Science and Technology categories slightly outpaced those in the Social Sciences and greatly outpaced those in the Humanities.
Average increases for Science and Technology ranged from a low of 5.7 percent (for Medicine, last year's second highest increase) to a high of 16 percent (Agriculture). Comparatively, Social Sciences ranged from a low of 6.0 percent (Law) to a high of 11.0 percent (Sociology and Anthropology), with a median rate of 8.5 percent. For Humanities, the low category was, as always, Fine and Applied Arts, with an increase of 6.3 percent, and the high was Philosophy and Religion at 6.9 percent. This represents a change in that the Literature and Language category saw the highest rates of increase [2001] [2002] [2003] . General Interest Periodicals and Children's Periodicals remain low at 3.9 percent and 5.0 percent respectively. The median ten year cumulative rate of increase for the entire sample, excluding Russian Translations, was 9.5 percent, while the average ten year cumulative rate of increase was 9.3 percent. The sub-tables in Table 7 provide detailed data concerning average price percent change and price index for each category in the study. The highest index figure posted in Table 7 Finally, Table 8 compares the U.S. Periodical Price Index (USPPI) to the U.S. Consumer Price Index (CPI) and the Higher Education Price Index (HEPI). 5 The producers of the HEPI have indexed that study to a base year of 1983, while the CPI and USPPI are indexed to a base year of 1984. The base index figure is 100.0. CPI and HEPI figures for the current year are not yet available. The comparative figures serve to illustrate the fact that U.S. periodicals prices continue to rise at approximately twice the rate of the HEPI, and more than three times the rate of the CPI. 
